
 On 

November 1, 

2011, victims-survivors, 

families,  and priests 

gathered together to 

remember victims of 

childhood sexual abuse 

who died without an 

opportunity to tell their 

story;.Additionally, it 

served as a reminder to 

the living to not 

continue to be silent 

about their own stories 

of abuse. The evening 

began with an All Saints 

day Mass at Holy 

Family Church and was 

immediately followed by 

a prayer vigil in the 

Healing Garden and 

fellowship.  Many in 

attendance shared their 

reactions to the Evening 

of Remembrance.  With 

their permission, we 

have included their 

comments throughout 

this newsletter. 

Evening of Remembrance 

 The Office of Assistance Ministry in collaboration with Victims-Survivors of Childhood Sexual Abuse 
worked together to create this newsletter to inform Victims-Survivors and their loved ones of information, 

resources, and programs to support them in their psychological, emotional, and spiritual healing. 
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Just the mere fact people 
were at Holy 
Family indicates that there is 
a desire for change from 
within. It is imperative to 
want to heal...restore, mend, 
reconcile, rebuild. I have 
noticed this is what drives 
me.  Literally anything that is 
affiliated with Goodness, 
God's Grace, is what we 
humans long for.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, 
Lori Ann Burchett 
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Cardinal Francis George 

asked that the following be 

shared with those in 

attendance: 

Dear Friends, 

I deeply regret that I 

could not be with you as 

you pray for those who 

were sexually abused as 

minors by Catholic 

priests. While not with 

you physically, I will be 

with you spiritually and 

in prayer. My prayer is 

that through God’s 

grace, people may be 

healed and live in 

freedom and self-respect. 

I thank you for your 

presence at the Healing 

garden. 



just about anything I have suggested, including 
this very event.  
I was thrilled to learn that some of those in 
attendance have showed an interest in getting 
involved. I believe this special event brought a 
new group of people who might not have come 
forward otherwise. I'm energized by what may lie 
ahead.  
Thanks for all your efforts.  

 ̧Donna  

I can't begin to express how touched I was by the mention of 
my brother during the Evening of Remembrance prayers of 
the faithful. My emotions soared as I knew I had achieved my 
purpose of having his name brought forth. For me it was as if 
his voice was finally heard & he could rest in peace with the 
Lord.  
     The whole evening was such a powerful experience, from 
the meaningful songs & music to the heartfelt words of Father 
Boland & Father Dowling. When Mike shared his story, the 
raw emotion of his voice struck a chord with everyone. No 
matter what their experience was, they related to his struggle 
and were given the hope of acknowledgement & healing. As a 
survivor, I know how important it is to know you are not alone 
in your pain.  
    I brought pictures of my brother & several people asked 
about him. After I explained our story, I told them how 
empowering the last few years have been, working with the 
Healing Garden Committee & the healing I have found through 
reaching out to other victim survivors in any way I could. 
  I told them I was angry, afraid & ashamed in the beginning 
but the Archdiocese & everyone involved has been sensitive, 
supportive & willing to help with counseling, group therapy & 

The mass is very 
important because it 

brings the church 
community, sexual 

abused survivors and 
their families together 

in praying to the 
Eucharist for strength 
and grace. The mass is 
the source and summit 
of Christians life. In it, 
Christ makes available 

Page 2 REFLECTIONS  

Itõs so brave to do; 
to show up and 

pray together for 
this deeply 

grievous group of  
people who have 

died unheard. God 
bless you all. 

(Victim -Survivor) 

"Powerful graces to 
souls" who respond 
to His invitation by 
seeking union with 
Him to continue to 
pray; which lead to 

experiencing 
spiritual growth 

within us and those 
we encounter in 

our everyday lives. 

— Jimmie  

We did 
attend the 

service. The 
work 

Assistance 
Ministry is 

doing is 
important 

and 
necessary 

for the 
victims and 
the church. 

(Family of 
Victim- 

Survivor)  
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 I think the óevening of 

remembranceô was a good 

beginning.  I was hoping to feel 

more connected to the priestôsô 

homily during the mass, but I 

didnôt. To me there was a stark 

contrast between the priestôs 

words and the manôs.  The vigil 

was very touching and hearing 

the manôs heartfelt story was 

extremely helpful and healing.   

My only comparison is how my parents reacted 
to me telling them my secret after 25 years of 
remaining silent.  They were heartbroken and 
so sad that I couldnôt tell them.  In many ways 
they feel responsible and I can tell that they are 
going through a healing process of their own. 
If you have future vigils like this I would suggest 

having a woman survivor speak too.  My 

number one complaint for the Catholic Church 

is that I believe women do not have an equal 

voice to men.  I canôt believe in my heart that 

this is what God wants.  I just canôt. ð Amy S. 

 

It was great to know that I was 
not alone. The night was 

fantastic. My faith has grown to 
a new level just knowing that the 
church is willing and able to talk 
and admit to their faults. It is 
part of the healing process. I will 
pray that it will continue every 
year and that it will expand. No 
matter what I will continue to 
keep my faith in God and trust in 
his word! (Victim-Survivor)  



The Reflections of  Survivors: 

 

I was pleased to share 
in the thoughts, 
prayers, and sharing 
of Mikeôs story.  
Assistance Ministryôs 
willingness to bring 
compassion and peace 
to survivors and their 
families is to be 
commended.  How 
better can we do that 
than through 
gathering in prayer? 
(Family of Victim-
Survivor) 
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I am so happy how the night turned out. I was 
so pleased to see the mix of people who 
attended the Liturgy. There were various 
people with different stories, all looking for 
some kind of healing - some kind of 
reconciliation. The musician was fantastic; his 
voice filled the church so beautifully and Ruth 
always does a great job reading. I felt the 
prayers of the faithful, written by Donna, my 
brother and me, spoken aloud was very 
powerful. Fr. Boland's homily brought together 
so many powerful themes. I was happy Fr. 
Cecil was able to concelebrate - he just wants 

"I found it to be a 
wonderful opportunity to 
remember my niece 
who died almost five 
years ago to the day, a 
probable suicide; in 
childhood each of us 
(and others) had been 
subjected to years of 
violent sexual attacks by 
the same person -- my 
brother, her father. 
  As the candlelight 
illuminated our victim 
faces and we gave 
solemn reverence for 
those no longer with us, 
I was reminded that it 
will ultimately be our 
voice that will force 
perpetrators from the 
shadows and bring 
them to justice.  
ð Marymae Meyer 

to do anything for the Healing Garden and to help foster 
overall efforts to heal from abuse in our Church. Hearing 
Fr. Dowling say words of apology, words of healing and 
words of remembering those who died without telling 
their story, was all filled with great emotion for me.  
Even though I struggled a bit - I was happy to tell my 
story. One woman in particular told me her son was 
abused as a child and others came up to me to thank me 
for sharing. I was happy to make a connection with 
people.  
You have all made this childhood abuse survivor very 
happy. Thank you. I am happy to have a place to channel 
my energy.  —Mike  

( Mike shared part of his story as a part of the prayer vigil. He is also the chair of the Healing Garden committee) 

A Familyõs Reaction: 
I have no words for the experience that 
I have been going through on this 
matter. It was great to know that I am 
not the only person that has been 
affected by the trust of the Archdiocese. 
My faith has grown to a new level  just 
knowing that the church is willing and 
able to talk and admit to their faults is a 
healing process.  I will pray that it will 
continue every year and that it may 
expand.  (Victim-Survivor) 
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Upcoming Programs  

 The Office of  Assistance Ministry offers the 
following programs to honor its mission to victims-
survivors of  sexual abuse and their loved ones. We 
have coordinated with other professionals to provide 
psychological, emotional, and spiritual healing. Due 
to space limitations, first priority will be given to 
those who have not participated in past programs 
offered through Assistance Ministry in the past. For 
more detailed information, contact Thomas Tharayil 
at 312-534-8267. 

Workshops 
A half day Healing Garden workshop for loved ones of 
victims-survivors will take place on January 14, 2012 and 
again on February 4, 2012. 
Support Groups 
A 10 week group for victims-survivors of sexual abuse 
will begin at a downtown location on February 4, 2012. 
Womenõs Group 
A 12 week skills building group for women with a 
history of sexual abuse will begin on January 12, 2012 at 
a north side location. 
Retreats 
A full day retreat specifically created for survivors of 
sexual abuse will take place on March 17, 2012 at a south 
side location. 

Mission Statement 

The Archdiocesan Office of Assistance Ministryôs mission is to provide 

pastoral care, support and resources to victims-survivors of sexual 

abuse and their loved ones in their efforts to achieve Psychological, 

emotional, and spiritual healing.  

 

To learn more about services, programs, or to receive the newsletter  

Email: assistmin@archchicago.org or call 312-534-8267, 

Mail: Archdiocese of Chicago 

OFFICE FOR ASSISTANCE MINISTRY 

Post Office Box 1979, Chicago, IL 60690-1979  


