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Autumn: In Spite of Seasonal Changes, Healing Goes On....

Welcome to our newsletter, which is intended to provide victims-survivors of
sexual abuse and their families with updates on services and office initiatives.

Ten Things Victims-Survivors Taught Us

1) It takes great courage for victims-survivors to come forward with his or her
story after years, sometimes decades, of silence and feelings of shame.

2) We have learned that to victims-survivors it is so important to
finally simply be believed.

3) In spite of their own pain and suffering, many victims-survivors are just as
concerned that the Church prevents this abuse from happening to more chil-
dren as they are about themselves and their own needs for healing.

4) While each individual’s story is different, what is common is the violation
of trust; some survivors trust absolutely no one, to this day, while others have
been able to work through this pain with the help and support of loved ones.

5) We have learned that today there are methods of therapy that work par-
ticularly well with and for survivors of childhood sexual abuse and that indi-
viduals can be helped even after many years of unsuccessfully trying to sim-
ply “forget about it.”

6) Very many victims-survivors have lived for many years with the belief that
they were the “only one” to have been abused by a particular priest.

7) The abuse has robbed some victims-survivors of their faith. For some this

means loss of their Catholic faith, but for others it means loss of any faith in a
God at all.

8) We have learned that while some victims-survivors have been unable to
succeed in various areas of life (marriage, employment, education, parenting,
etc.) as a consequence of the great emotional/psychological harm, others
have gone on to lead very healthy and productive lives. We have learned that
between those two “ends of a continuum” there is as much variation as there
are numbers of victims.

9) We have learned that to be privileged to hear an individual victims-
survivor’s story is a sacred trust, to be received with great care and pastoral
concern.

10) We have learned that we still have much to learn. Continued on page 4

Mission Statement

The Archdiocesan
Office of Assistance
Ministry’s mission is to
provide pastoral care,
support, and resources to
victims-survivors of
sexual abuse and their
loved ones in their efforts
to achieve psychological,
emotional and spiritual
healing. For more
information about the
Office of Assistance
Ministry, visit the office’s
page on the Archdiocesan
web site at
www.archchicago.org.
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What has the Catholic Church done to effectively
respond to sexual abuse by church personnel?

In recent years the Catholic Church has done more to protect children
than almost any other organization in the United States.

! .
N Consider:

1) Safe Environment training is taking place in 193
N dioceses/eparchies in the country.

2) Background checks are conducted on Church
personnel who have contact with children. Over 2 million
volunteers and employees, 52,000 clerics and 6,205
candidates for ordination have had their backgrounds
evaluated.

3) All dioceses/eparchies have Codes of Conduct
spelling out what is Acceptable Behavior. This serves to let people
know what can and cannot be done as well as letting others know
what behavior can be expected. It encourages the reporting of
suspicious behavior.

The Catholic Church has worked hard to protect children. Much has been
done but more needs to be done. Until child sexual abuse is no longer a
part of society, the Church will continue its efforts to stop it.

Excerpts taken from an article on the USCCB website.

More about the Church’s efforts...............

NATIONAL VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATORS' CONFERENCE

On August 3, Assistance Ministry Coordinators from across the United
States came to Chicago for a three-day conference. The purpose of the
gathering, which takes place annually, is for those who are entrusted with
serving victims-survivors of cleric sexual abuse to learn how to best carry-

out this unique and special ministry.

This year, there were ten sessions, each one dealing with a distinct topic
such as the effects of trauma, advocacy issues, and the stages of
development of survivors’ support groups. The presentations were all quite

engaging and very well received.

Though the sessions were varied and the participants came from near and
far, the one commonality was the sincere commitment of Coordinators
from across the country to providing supportive and healing services to

victims-survivors of childhood sexual abuse.

Support Groups:

We sponsor support groups
several times a year at
different locations throughout
the Archdiocese of Chicago.

Family Groups:

These educational groups are
designed to provide support to
family members (parents,
spouses, significant others,
siblings) as they support their
loved ones through the
difficulties associated with
sexual abuse trauma.

Day of Reflection:

This is an opportunity for
victims-survivors to meet with
office staff in dialogue and
discussion.

Healing Garden:

This is an initiative sponsored
by the Archdiocese through
Assistance Ministry with a
committee spearheaded by
survivors.

For more information on
any of these services:

Call or email

Ruth Robinson at
312/534-8256

rurobinson@archchicago.org
or

Matt Hunnicutt at
312/534-8267

Mhunnicutt@archchicago.org
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Healing Garden Update............

In 2002 and again in 2005, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops met to discuss the sexual abuse crisis
in the Catholic Church. Those meetings produced the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People. This document directly addresses healing and reconciliation with victims-survivors, accountability
and prevention of future acts of abuse. The Planning Committee chose two quotes directly from the Charter
to be displayed in the Garden. These passages are informative to Garden visitors, and also helpful in healing
the broken heart of an abused survivor.

“We feel a particular responsibility for the ‘ministry of reconciliation’ (2 Corinthians 5:18), which God, who
reconciled us to himself, has given us. The love of Christ impels us to ask for forgiveness for our own faults
but also to appeal to all — to those who have been victimized, to those who have offended, and to all who

have felt the wound of this scandal — to be reconciled to God and one another.”

“We know that after such profound hurt, healing and reconciliation are beyond human capacity alone. Itis

God’s grace and mercy that will lead us forward.”

Personally, | feel the reference to the “ministry of reconciliation” relates to on-going and lasting efforts to
reach out to victims/survivors, family members and loved ones. The Healing Garden of the Archdiocese of

Chicago is a key component of those on-going efforts to make a difference in the lives of victims/survivors.

....... from Michael Hoffman, Chairman, Healing Garden Planning Committee

“Together in this
healing space,
may we find
within ourselves a
place to feel free:
Healin g free from fear, free
from shame and

ecaming &
L 5 free from

Cro wing

judgment.”
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Upcoming Support Groups /" Care, supportand
resources for

victims-survivors of
The Office of Assistance Ministry at the Archdiocese of Chicago sexual abuse by

sponsors professionally led support groups throughout the calendar year. church personnel of the
These free groups are available to adults who have been sexually abused KArchdiocese of ChiCGQO/
as minors.

The next support group will begin on Wednesday, Sept. 22 at 6:30 p.m.
in downtown Chicago. It will be comprised of both men and women at vari-

ous stages of healing. The group will meet for twelve weekly sessions.

The purpose of the group is to provide participants with a positive and
supportive environment that allows each individual to use his or her own
experiences and personal support systems in order to take control of their
journey towards healing. The focus will be on how victims-survivors can

heal, as opposed to each person’s detailed account of the abuse.

If you or someone you know is interested in attending the group, please Office for the
contact Matt Hunnicutt at 312-534-8267, or Ruth Robinson at 312-534-8256 | Protection of Children

for registration information.

Continued from page 1

10 Things We Have Learned was Published by
The National Review Board, May 2010

The National Review Board is an advisory group of 13 laypersons with expertise in such areas as law,
education, media, and psychological sciences. The board was established in 2002, when the U.S.
bishops adopted the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People to oversee efforts of the
Office for Child and Youth Protection. The National Review Board is responsible for a three-year Causes
and Context Study being undertaken by the John Jay College of Criminal Justice and due for release in
2011. The study looks at the clergy sexual abuse of minors problem to ascertain what factors led to it
and how it can be prevented going forward.

Have a topic you want to know more about or an idea for an article? Ideas, suggestions and
feedback are greatly encouraged. Send an email to: emailyoureditor@yahoo.com.

] ) ( You are welcomed to visit our website:
Archdiocese of Chicago _ ,
Office for Assistance Ministry www.archchicago.org and click on
Post Office Box 1979 L Protecting Children
Chicago, IL 60690-1979 -
Phone: 312.534.8267 If you wish to receive this newsletter via e-mail, please provide
Fax: 312.751.8307 your email address to Ruth Robinson at
Email: assistmin@archchicago.org {_ rurobinson@archchicago.org



http://www.archchicago.org/�

	September, 2010

	Volume 1, Issue 5

	Archdiocese of Chicago

	More about the Church’s efforts……………

	NATIONAL VICTIM ASSISTANCE COORDINATORS’ CONFERENCE

	Healing, Learning & Growing

	Office for the 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



